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C H A P T E R  1

P O P U L A T I O N  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

T h i s  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h the analysis of data on some

o f  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c a n d s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  E t h i o p i ac o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 4  P o p u l a t i o n

a n d  H o u s i n g  C e n s u s . T h e  v a r i a b l e s  e x a m i n e d  h e r e  i n c l u d e :

p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e ’ ;r u r a l - u r b a n  r e s i d e n c e ,a g e - s e x  s t r u c t u r e ;

h o u s e h o l d p a t t e r n s ; e t h n i c c o m p o s i t i o n ; r e l i g i o u s

c o m p o s i t i o n ;l a n g u a g e  u s u a l l y  s p o k e n  a t  h o m e ; m a r i t a l

s t a t u s ,h e a d s h i p p a t t e r n ; h o u s e h o l d  s i z e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ;

a n d  d i s a b i l i t y  s t a t u s  a n d  t y p e .

1 . 1  P o p u l a t i o n  C o u n t

T h e  1 9 8 4  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C e n s u s  w a s  t a k e n  o n

b o t h  D E F A C T O  a n d  D E J U R E  b a s i s . U n d e r  d e f a c t o  a p p r o a c h

people were counted as the residents of the place where they

w e r e  f o u n d , w h i l e  u n d e r  d e j u r e  a p p r o a c h  e v e r y  p e r s o n  w a s

c o u n t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s / h e r  u s u a l  r e s i d e n c e . T h e

r e s i d e n c e  o f  a  p e r s o n  m e a n s  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  h e / s h e  h a s  b e e n

l i v i n g  a t l e a s t  f o r  s i x  m o n t h s  c o n t i n u o u s l y . M o r e

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e f a c t o  c o u n t  p e o p l e  w e r e

counted where they were found on the Census day’, whereas in

1 / T h e  9 t ho f  M a y  1 9 8 4  w a s  s e t  a s  t h e  ‘ C e n s u s  D a y ’  f o r  t h e
1 9 8 4  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C e n s u s .T h i s  w a s  t h e  1 S t  d a y  o f
t h e  n i n t h  m o n t h  o f  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  C a l e n d a r  1 9 7 6 .T h e  c e n s u s
d a y  w a s  a n  e a s y  d a y  t o  r e m e m b e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f
each month in the Ethiopian calendar is a saint day and is
w i d e l y  c e l e b r a t e d  a m o n g  t h e  O r t h o d o xC h r i s t i a n s . T h e
f i l l i n g  i n  o f  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n a n d  H o u s i n g  C e n s u s
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e  ‘ C e n s u s  D a y ’  a n d  i n  m o s t
a r e a s  t h i s  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i f t e e n  d a y s .
‘ C e n s u s  D a y ’w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  ‘ r e f e r e n c e  d a y ’  f o r  a l l
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s .



2

the case of dejure count people were counted in their usual

p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e . T h e  v i s i t o r s  o n  ‘ C e n s u s  D a y ’  w e r e

counted in the houses where they were found in the case of

defacto and in their usual place of residence in the case of

de jure. H o m e l e s s  p e o p l e  s u c h  a s  b e g g a r s and vagrants i.e.,

p e r s o n s  w i t h o u t a n y  f i x e d  r e s i d e n c e ,w e r e  e n u m e r a t e d  w h e r e

t h e y  w e r e  f o u n d . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , E t h i o p i a n  n a t i o n a l s

living in foreign countries for a duration of six months and

a b o v e  w e r e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  p u r v i e w  o f  c e n s u s  c o u n t i n g .

A l l  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n a l s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  d u r a t i o n  o f  s t a y

i n  E t h i o p i a  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e n u m e r a t i o n 1 .

1 . 2 .  P o p u l a t i o n  S i z e  a n d  R u r a l - U r b a n  R e s i d e n c e

a )  P o p u l a t i o n  S i z e

T h e  1 9 8 4  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C e n s u s  h a s  c o v e r e d

a b o u t  8 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y . T h e

a r e a s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  C e n s u s  h a d  a  d e j u r e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f

3 4 , 5 0 0 , 9 7 2  a n d  a  d e f a c t o  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  3 4 , 3 2 7 , 0 3 5 .T h e

d e j u r e  p o p u l a t i o nfor the areas covered in the 1984 census

by sex and region is given in Annex Table 1.1. T h e  c e n s u s

has not covered low land areas with nomadic population; rural

a r e a s  o f  A s s e b ,  T i g r a y  a n d  E r i t r e a  a n d  s o m eof the u r b a n

c e n t e r s i n  T i g r a y , E r i t r e a a n d  o t h e r  r e g i o n s . T h e

p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  w a s

e s t i m a t e dto be 8,115,904 in 1984 a n d t h i s a c c o u n t e d  f o r

1 / For   greater  details  of  census   enumeration s e e  A b d u l a h i
H a s e n ,  J e l a l u d i n  A h m e d  a n d  G e n e t  M e n g i s t u ,  ‘ R e p o r t  o n  t h e
P r e p a r a t i o n ,E x e c u t i o n ,
P o p u l a t i o n  a n dHousing

a n d  P r o c e s s i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 8 4

N o . 1 . A d d i s  A b a b a ,
Census of Ethiopia, CSA Staff Report

1 9 8 9 .


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































