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F O R E W O R D 
 
 The twenty-ninth issue of the Statistical Abstract, as in the past is prepared 
in Amharic and English languages. The Publication presents a wide range of data 
illustrating various socio-economic conditions of the country. The statistical 
information contained in the publication provides basic information for policy 
and programme formulation, evaluation and as input for under taking socio - 
economic activities. 
 
 Reliable and timely statistical data are required for the purpose of 
launching the short, medium and long-term socio-economic development plans 
and for realizing the free market economy system that is in operation. Hence, the 
collection of reliable and timely data and the analysis and presentation of the 
same are the main task of current statistical development.  In this respect, the 
Central Statistical Authority has made significant progress in furnishing the 
required statistical data by undertaking population and housing censuses and 
several socio-economic and demographic surveys. 
 
 On the other hand, the timely publication of the Statistical Abstract, the 
Central Statistical Authority can discharge its responsibility only if it obtains the 
active and timely participation of the concerned ministries, government agencies, 
mass organizations as well as individuals who provide the basic inputs to this 
publication. Hence, the office urges all those concerned to enlist further 
cooperation for the timely publication of the Statistical Abstract. 
 
 In the 1980's the Authority carried-out several socio-economic and 
demographic surveys in the country and these surveys include Agricultural; 
Price; Household Income; Consumption and Expenditure; Welfare Monitoring; 
large and Medium Scale Manufacturing and Electricity Industries; Small Scale 
Manufacturing Industries; Cottage/Handicraft Manufacturing Industries; 
Informal Sector; Distributive Trade and Services; Manpower; Family and 
Fertility; Health and Nutrition; Demographic and Health; Child Labour; Current 
Employment Unemployment,.... etc.  

 
 

 



 Furthermore, the first and the second National Population and Housing 
Censuses were conducted in May 1984 and in October 1994, respectively.  The 
data processing, analysis and preparation of the reports have been completed and 
the numerous reports that present the results of the census have been 
disseminated to the users. Similarly, the first ever Ethiopian Agricultural Sample 
Enumeration was conducted in 2001/2002 and the census data have been 
processed, evaluated, analyzed and the agricultural census reports have been 
prepared at woreda, zonal, regional and country levels and disseminated to data 
users.  At the moment, the preparatory activities including census cartographic 
map works are under way to conduct the third Population and Housing Census in 
2007 as per schedule. 
   
 The Authority has also given prior attention to the current business 
surveys in addition to its regular sample and census activities.  To implement this 
a detailed survey action plan has been prepared and the actual data collection 
activities in the sectors are under way. 
 
 In order to improve the existing administrative data flow in the country, 
the Authority has carried-out a study in some Federal and Regional institutions 
and collected information on statistical record systems, standards, concepts and 
definitions used ...etc.  Based on this study the Authority is expected to prescribe 
a system for collection, compilation, classification and flow of statistical data.  
Currently, the Authority's top priority is strengthening its data dissemination 
strategy and enhancing its capacity in utilizing the information communication 
technology for the statistical development.        
 
 In conclusion, compliments are due to the various government ministries, 
agencies, mass organizations and individuals for their cooperation in providing 
the required data for the preparation of this Statistical Abstract as well as to the 
staff of the Central Statistical Authority for their efforts in producing this edition. 
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             Acting General Manager 
          Central Statistical Authority 
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